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expense is the last and lowest consideration, and where
experience may be consulted, the conjectures of specula-
tion ought to have no weight.

The method, sir, by which our troops have hitherto
been regulated, is well known to have produced success
beyond our expectations, to have exalted us to the arbi-
tration of the world, to have reduced the French to change
their threats of forcing a monarch upon us, into petitions
for peace, and to have established the liberties of almost
fevery nation of the world that can call itself free.

Whether this method, sir, so successful, so easy, and so
formidable, shall be changed, whether it shall be changed
at a time when the whole continent is in commotion, and
every nation calling soldiers to its standard; when the
French, recovered from their defeats, seem to have for-
gotten the force of that hand that crushed them in the
pride of victory; when they seem to be reviving their for-
mer designs, and rekindling their extinguished ambition;
whether, at such a time, the regulations of our army shall
be changed to save, upon the highest computation, only
thirty thousand pounds, is the present question.

On such a question^ sir, I cannot observe, without as-
tonishment, any man deliberating for a single moment.
To suspend our opinion in this case, would be to balance
our lives, our liberties, our patrimonies, and our posterity,
against thirty thousand pounds.

The effects of our present method, sir, are well known
to ourselves, our confederates, ow enemies, to every man
that has heard the name of Blenheim and Ramillies; the
consequences of the establishment, now contended for,
our most experienced commanders own themselves unable
to foresee, and I am far from believing that theoretical
disquisitions can enable any man to make great discoveries
in military affairs*

Our own inexperience of the method which is so warmly
recommended, is not the strongest objection to it, though
even this ought, in my opinion, to restrain us from trying
it at this hazardous conjuncture. But since arguments,
merely negative, may be thought over-balanced by the